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Number of working-age citizens has peaked 
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Singapore feeling 
impact of rapidly 
ageing population 
KELLY NG 
kellyng@mediacorp.com.sg 

SINGAPORE- Stressing how demo
graphics would define the country's 
destiny, Prime Minister Lee Hsien 

Loong said yesterday that the age
ing population would cause profound 
problems for the country and that the 
impact is already being felt today. 

Speaking at the seventh annual 
Ho Rih Kwa lecture organised by the 
Singapore Management University, 
Mr Lee said: "Based on trends, if we 
project into 2050, even with immigra
tion, the population pyramid will be 
inverted ... We are going to be grow
ing old faster than any society in the 
world." 

He added: "Who will pay the taxes, 
to spend on whom? How do we keep 
(the economy) prosperous, vibrant 
and forward looking? W ho will man 
the Singapore Armed Forces and de
fend us? We can't be the Dad's Army." 

Mr Lee noted that the Republic had 
enjoyed "favourable" demographics 
for the past five decades, with a post
war baby boom. Fortunately, the na
tion was able to educate the baby 
boomers, create enough jobs for them 
and make them "valuable assets" con
tributing to Singapore, he said. 

"Had we not been able to do that, 
they might have ended up (as) migrant 
workers abroad, working in tough jobs 
with low wages, because the alternative 
of staying at home was even worse." 

Between 1965 and this year, Singa
pore's population grew from 1.9 mil
lion to 5.5 million. However, the num
ber of citizens aged 65 and above is 
increasing rapidly, as population 
growth slows. The size of this group of 
citizens doubled from 220,000 in 2000 
to 440,000 today, and is expected to 
increase to 900,000 by 2030. 

Last year, the total population here 
grew by 1.3 per cent- its slowest pace 

since 2005, while total fertility rate 
continued to fall despite the Govern
ment's incentives and encouragement, 
said the Prime Minister. 

As a result, there has been a rise in 
"sandwiched" families, where two or 
fewer working adults are supporting 
both younger and elderly dependants. 
There is also more demand for health
care and social services, Mr Lee said. 

The Government has responded by 
helping seniors "age well and live ful
filling lives" through home ownership 
and good healthcare, for instance. 

Other policies such as the Cen
tral Provident Fund and Silver Sup
port Scheme, which provides perma
nent handouts to eligible seniors, are 
also in place to provide them with a 
good foundation for retirement, said 
MrLee. 

"Ultimately, the best and, indeed, 
the only fundamental solution is for 
Singaporeans to marry and, after 
they marry, to have more children." 

The Government has made efforts 
to encourage Singaporeans to tie the 
knot and have babies, such as by pro
moting flexible work arrangements, 
providing quality healthcare and 
childcare, as well as helping young 
couples with housing. It will do more 
of these progressively, said Mr Lee. 

Some of the initiatives have borne 
fruit: There were 24,000 Singapore
an marriages, the highest in the past 
decade. 

Over the same period, the num
ber of births (33,200) last year also 
matched the high in 2012. 

Nevertheless, Mr Lee reiterated 
that the Government could not tack
le the demographic challenge alone. 
"It requires all of us to change norms 
and culture to become a more fami
ly-friendly country. These shifts take 
time. But we must start now and hope
fully, in 25 years, we will be able to 
benefit from some of the results." 
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