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Translation:

Even though Professor Tan Teck Meng, a former Deputy President of SMU,
was fighting lung cancer in the last three years, he faced life bravely and even
insisted on conducting lessons in a wheelchair. This had touched many of his
students. One of the pioneering founders of SMU, Professor Tan passed
away on Thursday morning (July 7) at the age of 64. During an interview with
his son at the wake, he said that his father was the first employee of SMU and
played a pivotal role in the setting up of SMU. In 1998, Professor Tan was
appointed Provost and Deputy President of SMU, and he also taught in the
School of Accountancy. The son shared that his father held his own humourous teaching style and charisma, and always used real life cases to illustrate
his lessons. As a result, his classes were always very popular. Three years
ago, he was diagnosed with lung cancer and had been battling it since.
"Despite the pain, he would always appear strong so as not to let his family
worry," the son shared. When Professor Tan grew weaker and required the
assistance of a wheelchair, he insisted on returning to teach in a wheelchair.
Even at the stage when he was no longer able to teach, he would still return
regularly to campus, showing his passion for SMU. Professor Tan once set up
two scholarships for needy SMU students named after himself and his
parents. He had also quietly given to poor students, out of his own pocket.
He was also actively involved in many committees to contribute back to
society, and once received the Public Service Medal from President SR
Nathan. His son is named after himself as Samuel Tan Teck Meng Junior.
Samuel has three other sisters, himself being the only son. Professor Tan had
hoped that Samuel will carry on in his footsteps, hence giving an identical
name to his son. Even though his father was an accounting professor,
Samuel never felt pressured into studying accounting. It was the positive
influence of his father that Samuel developed an interest in the subject and is
currently a graduating student in SMU.
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