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Late Madam Kwa Geok Choo. 

SINGAPORE: The Singapore Management University (SMU) and the National University of 
Singapore (NUS) have jointly announced that they will pay tribute to the late Madam Kwa 
Geok Choo, wife of former Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew. 
 
SMU will name its new Law Library, a new Scholars' Programme and a top Law Graduate 
Award after her. 
 
NUS will establish a professorship in property law, a distinguished visitors programme, 
bursaries and scholarships, in honour of the late Madam Kwa, an alumna of the University. 
 
NUS hopes these initiatives can help to enhance the quality of the legal services sector in 
Singapore. 
 
In a joint statement, the two universities said the tribute is befitting of her achievements and 
the values she held dear.  
 
It added that while former Prime Minister and Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew can be 
credited for taking Singapore "from third world to first", Madam Kwa can share in that 
acclaim for standing by her spouse and assisting him through the development of the 
nation.  
 
Professor Tan Cheng Han, dean for NUS of Faculty of Law said: "Through these initiatives, 
we feel that we are being true to the spirit of Madam Kwa, who mentored many NUS Law 
graduates over the years and who was also very concerned that no law student should be 
left behind because of a failure to afford legal education." 
 
Prof Tan was speaking to Channel NewsAsia at the sidelines of the faculty's 
commencement ceremony on Tuesday. 
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SMU Chairman Ho Kwon Ping said the university wants its students to follow in her 
footsteps, striving for excellence with humility and perseverance. 
 
Ms Kwa Kim Li, managing partner of Lee & Lee and niece of the late Madam Kwa said the 
family is deeply touched by the initiatives. 
 
She said that without a doubt, Madam Kwa had played a key role in the Singapore story 
even though her role, and the low profile she chose to keep, was often not accorded the 
recognition it deserves. 
 
- CNA/ck  

 


