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Translation: 

Dr Tony Tan gave them autonomy, that's why SMU can be different 

Chairman of the SMU Board of Trustees Ho Kwon Ping says SMU is able to achieve all that it has 
thus far because of former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister in charge of Higher Education Dr 
Tony Tan. 

Speaking at the 10th anniversary celebrations yesterday evening at SMU, Mr Ho spoke about the 
contributions of Dr Tan. 

He says the autonomy which Dr Tan gave the school, his support for the non-traditional approach 
to administration, teaching, admissions policy allowed the University to be different and to produce 
the graduates it can be proud of. 

"When we decided to be audacious and to award our own degrees from the outset rather than 
seek a joint degree with the Wharton School out of insecurity, Dr Tan supported us to give our own 
degrees from the outset. When we wanted to have social science and law schools rather than just 
business and accountancy, he encouraged us," he says. 

SMU President Professor Howard Hunter also noted that there are already some 5000 alumni 
around the world. SMU currently offers 12 Master's degrees including wealth management, 
applied economics and Singapore's first Juris Doctor programme. It also offers 5 PhD pro- 
grammes. 

He says more will be added to this stable of postgraduate courses as the school works towards its 
goal of being a leading research university. 

SMU Patron, President S R Nathan was invited to stroll down the "A Walk to Remember" exhibi- 
tion, experiencing the matriculation, classes, CCAs and graduation of an SMU student. 

After the exhibition, he was even presented with his own matriculation card by SMU Students' 
Association President, second-year business management student, Sophia Lo and student leader, 
third-year social sciences student, Joan Chen. This represented his being a part of the SMU com- 
munity. 

Also present at the event was Education Minister Dr Ng Eng Hen and more than a thousand staff 
and alumni. 
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