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Niaht Festival 
For the third edition of the annual Night Festival, which 
begins tonight, the National Museum of Gingapore has 
taken a back-seat, letting curator Ong Keng Sen of 
Theatreworks take the helm, reports NATALIE KOH 

R 
EGULARS to the Night Festival would notice 
that this year's festival is vastly different 
h m  those of the previous two years and 
might even wonder if this year's is the same 
festlval that was launched two years ago. 
The answer is. xes, it is the same festival. 
but unlike before, it &wily has a s p d c  
theme. as well as a new mator. 

The Night Festivals of 2008 and 2009 were organised 
by the National Museum of Singapore but this year, it is 
conceived and curated by Ong Keng Sen. artistic director 
of T h e a ~ o r k s .  which explains the brand new look of 
the festival. 

Ong came up with the idea of having the theme New 
World 2010. which was inspired by the amusement parks 
of the 19608, mong other thfngs. When brainstorming 
for ideas. Ong took into account outdoor activities. as the 
festival space will stretch frbm the Natlonal Museum of 
Singapore through Singapore Management University 
Campus Green to the Singapore Ar6 Museum. This is not 
including the other venues such as The Peranakan Muse- 
um, The Substation and Port Canning Green. 

Ghost train 
At the same time, the National Museum of Singapore as 
well as the Singapore Art Museum were holding exhibi- 
tions featuring works about the 1960% which turned 
Ong's mind towards that period. 

From there, he recalled the amusements parks of his 
childhood days. "where you enter through the gates and 
see a ghost train, a femis wheel, games, cabarets, restau- 
rants, shops . . . This bas a semblance of the past up to 
the late '70s." Hence, the idea for New World 2010 was 
born. 

He ran these ideas by Lee Chor Ltn, director of the Na- 
tional Museum of Singapore, which is presenting the 
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with more creative programmes. 
Of course. Ong's mark will be clear in the festival as it 

will ofler deeply intellectual programmes that are more 
than just blasts from the past, se some will be displays of 
entmbinment of the present and possible future as well. 

Festival highlights include Paraboles 2.0 by French 
group Compagnie Off, which has put up six huge satellite 
dishes outside the National Museum. During the group's 
performance, the satellite dishes will seemingly take in 
"cosmic data" that musicians and a dancer will try to inter- 
pret. The alien acdvity is a show of what might happen in 
the future, and the dancer's vulnerability represents bow 
people might be then. 

Slightly lighter - but just captivating - entertainment 
includes Pubho! by Phare Ponleo Selpak, a young circus 
group h r n  Cambodia who will perform jawdropping acro- 
batic acts at the carnival-like setting at the SMU Campus 
Green, and the World's Slowest SMSBIIlboard. which will 
be held outside the Singapore Art Museum and takes its 
audience back to the days when technology was less devel- 
oped and less instantaneous. 

Even though this year's Night Festival difPers notably 
from the previous editions, Ms Lee notes that Ong's vision 
ties in perfectly with the National Museum's. With regard 

to the increased intellectual level of the programmes, she 
says: We're always challenging our audience to look at 
new things or to look at the same thing in different 
ways . . . I think Keng Sen helps to frame things that seem 
ordinary and gives them the extra edge and that's very 
close to what we do in the National Museum." 

StjlI, the Night Festival is a relatively young one and un- 
DU it 6nds a definitive model to follow, it will change form 
annually. M s  Lee comments: "It's a continuous experi- 
ment. I tbink the most important thing is that we. as an 
institution, enjoy tbis experiment became it allows us to 
work with different people. Next year, we'll do it different- 
Iy again.* 

7'he Night Festiual is on tonight and tomorrow night. 
Log on to www,nabionalmuseum.sg for more details 

Night Festival, and together, they executed the plans, all 
the while keeping in mind the o r i g t d  objectives of the fes- 
tival. These objectives were - and still are - "to invigorate 
the night scene in this part of town" and to make the arts 
more accessible to the public. 

Continuous experiment 
As to why the NadonaI Museum decided to go with Ong's 
idea of creating an organising theme, Ms Lee says: "It's a 
continu0,us experiment. This is our third time doing the 
Night Festival and we realised that we will never find a 
model or a fixed way of doing it.' 

She also adds that the National Museum approached 
Ong for many reasons, including the enjoyable experience 
of working with him for the museum's 120th anniversary, 
the interest in participating in Theatrework's 25th and- 
versary this yew and, most importantly, she felt that their 
collaboration gave each other the extra push to come up 
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