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Will the general elections happen this year? Experts differ 
 
SMU Assistant Professor of Law Eugene Tan says that if the general election does happen this year, 
one of the reasons is the economy. Some say the recession could persist till 2011. If the economy 
continues to worsen, the populace may get disenchanted with the ruling party, thereby voting in the 
opposition in an election in 2012. So rather than allow for more unexpected elements to enter the 
equation, the PAP may choose to go for early elections. 
  
On the other hand, he thinks the elections is not likely to happen this year as the government is now 
focused on the economy and an election would be an unnecessary distraction. Furthermore, the 
economic stimulus package has just been announced. The government will need some time to 
evaluate its efficacy in solving the current economic woes. 
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