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WITH the touch of a button and a dick 
on a computer or mobile device, some 
l3,OOO undelgmiuates at SIM Univedty 
(UniSIM) students can easily &cieve their 
leaming makrhk from a web-based portal 
w a s  theybum themidnight oil. 

Students can log onto "MyUniSIh4" 
to access their online learning content, 
conduct interactive discussions with their 
instructors and c o ~ m a t e s s  take assess- 
ments and check their grades.lhe online 
learning management system (LMS) was 
implemented in 2007. 

Says Mr Kiang Tzy Peng, UniSIM's 
director of educational technology and 
production: "The three key benefits of 
e-learning are increased flexibility, ex- 
tended collaboration and enhanced in- 
teractivity. This flexibility is especially 
important for UniSIM students who are 
working adults needing to balance ca- 
reer, family and social responsibiities. 

"Although they have their printed 
learning materials and attend classes 
on our campus, they can readily access 
all their materials online, wherever and 
whenever they wish to. 

"The recorded lectures or instructions 
also means they can M e w  their lessons 
at will and go through materials which 
they haw difficulty in understanding at 
their own time." 

E-leaking is also a core component of 
three IT-related specialist diploma cours- 
es at Singapore Polytechnic's (SP) Pro- 
fessional & Adult Continuing Education 
Academy 

For each module, students access a 
learning guide at "Blackboard'* - an 
online LMS that SP uses -which details 
activities that they have to complete on a 
weekly basis.?hese include readings, on- 
line quizzes and participation in o d n e  
threaded discussions, and the latter two 
form online assessments for students, 
says an SP spokesman. 

"Blackboard" also allows students to 
access and print the module materials. If 
they miss the fortnightly on-site tutorials, 
they can contact the tutor online. 

TZle spokesman says this system cuts 
travelling time and allows students to 
concentrate on their full-time jobs and 
other responsibilities. 

Similarly, diploma students at PSB 
Academy can log onto "Moodle" to 
obtain their course materials or lecture 
notes and engage in discussions with 
their lecture~s and peers online. 

benefits of e-learning 
are increased flexibility, 
extended collaboration 
and enhanced - 
int erac tivit y. 
MR KlANG TZY PENG, 
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATIONALTECHNOLOGY 
AND PRODUCTION, SIM UNIVERSITY 

system to access lecture notes, slid& 
schedules and forums and even to buy 

Dr Susie Woo, PSB Academy's dean 
and senior vice-president, says the acad- 5; 
emy is one of the few private education 
institutions that trains and allows diplo- 
ma-level students to use an e-learning 
system, which provides convenience to 4 
those who are dck. or need to be away. -: 

UlJU Uli ~lti!  
At ERC Institute (ERCI), some 350 di- 
ploma and advanced diploma students 
carry a 10-inch tablet known as e-Tab. 
Using theAndroid based device, they log 
into the ERC DEAL (Integrated Dital 
Environment for Academic Learning) 

digital textbooks. 
Ms Jenne Foo, ERCI's marketing and 

services director says: "Students have 
the convenience of downloading read- 
ings and texts that are prescribed and 
recommended by publishers and engag- 
ing in forum chats and video messaging 
with peers and 1ecturers.This promotes 
interactivity and learnin&" 

All ERCI students are given the tablet 
upon enrolment and are required to re- 
turn it upon graduation. Going forward, 
the school will extend the senrice to stu- 
dents at the bachelor and master levels. 

Interactive leanha 
While e-learning may appeai%nilar 
to distance learning, Mr Kiang and Dr 
Michelle Cheong, Singapore Manage- 
ment University's (SMU) associate pro- 
fessor of Information Systems (Practice) 
and director, School of Information Sys- 
tems (SIS) Postgmduate Professional Pro- 
gramrnes* say they are diffierent. 

"Pure distance-learning usuaIIy in- 
volves minimal interaction time with fac- 
ulty members and groupmates," says Dr 
Cheong. 

"Conventional distance-learning 

One of the benefits of elearning is that it enhances interactivity by including rich multimedia 
elements, quizzes and simulations. 

programmes have limited opportunities 
for students to take online assessments. 
check grades and engage in collaborative 
learning via discussion fonuns or five we- 
binars," says Mr K i q  

He adds that one of the benefits of e- 
learning is that it enhances intemctivity 
by including rich multimedia elements, 
quizzes and simulations. 

At a later stage, if the blended learn- 
ing model is successful, SMU may con- 
sider opening this up to working adults 
based in Singapore. 

In the project - expected to be 
launched in 2014 -students will down- 
Ioad lectures and leaming materials and 
then attend a live "webinar" to discuss 
course content with faculty membem and 
group mates over the Internet. 

International students are also ex- 
pected to participate in a mandatory 
two-week residential stay at SMU. 

Cultivate the habit of accessing 
the online learning resources on 
a regular basis. Doing so helps to 
make it a daily routine. 

H Familiarise yourself as quickly and 
as in-depth as possible with the 
e-learning system as this would 
help you maximise its use. 

4 Share your leaming and do not 
hesitate to post any queries you may 
have using the online diiussion 
forum as thiscan lead to open and 
lively discussions and in& 
analyses from various perspecMs. 
Reinforce learning through online 
quizzes. 
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