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New Zealand academic Bryce Hool will helm SMU School of Economics

Singapore Management University (SMU) also announced the appointment of Professor
Bryce Hool, an academic from New Zealand, as the Dean-designate of its School of
Economics (SoE). He will take over from Interim Dean, Professor Phang Sock Yong. The 5-
year term will start in January next year.

The Founding Dean of SMU SoE, Professor Roberto S Mariano relinquished his position in
2010. The University began to look for a suitable candidate to helm the School of Economics
two months thereafter and have selected from a pool of more than 180 candidates from
universities across North America, Europe and Asia. In the final selection round in April this
year, Professor Hool, who has over 40 years of experience in teaching and in leadership
roles, was selected from the last five candidates.

Professor Hool (64 years of age) has his primary research interest in natural resources. His
current research focuses on the extraction of exhaustible resources and optimal payment
schemes for extraction contracts. He was with the State University of New York at Stony
Brook and currently holds the appointment as Economics Professor at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand.

Speaking about future plans for SMU SoE, Professor Hool felt that the most important issue
facing him was how to deepen and broaden the overall strengths of the faculty.

He said, “Currently, there are many faculty members specialising in Statistics and
Econometrics. | feel that the School is not represented in the fields of Industrial and Health
Economics and hope that we would be able to attract experts from more diverse fields. |
would like to see a more balanced portfolio in that regard.”

Although Professor Hool is not officially on board yet, for the past few months, he has been
discussing with his colleagues and working on the new Financial Economics Master
Programme curriculum.

President De Meyer mentioned out that although SMU is only 11 years old, it has improved
steadily over the years. SoE’s performance is especially outstanding. In the most recent
edition of Tilburg University’s Top 100 Worldwide Economics Schools research ranking,
SMU School of Economics ranks 5th in the world and 1% in Asia, in the field of Econometrics.
He is confident that Professor Hool can shoulder the responsibilities well and help SoE move
up to the next league.

Among SMU students graduating this year, 75% of them went abroad for exchange or
internship. SMU’s aim is for all its students to go abroad for overseas experience in the
future.
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