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When hikes don't matter 
'Qualm/ is priority, say S'poreans unperturbed by universities' fee increases 
UlH C H E  KONQ 
che~kon~mediacorp.eom.sg 

GREATER competition does not necessarily result in 
lower prices - certainly not in tertiary education, as 
the latest university fee hikes bear out. Still, Singa- 
poreans, it seems, are willing to f o k  out the dough for 
quality education. 

l k o  years after the Government granted autono- 
my to the National University of Singapore (NUS) and 
the Nanyang Technological University (NTZT) to join 
the Singapore Management Universi* ISMU) in set- 
ting their own fees, a sharper price dif- 

of the courses here would cost between $6,360 and 
$10,050. In camparison, annual tuition fees for Amer- 
ican universities such as k h n a  State University and 
University of South California cost between US$8,000 
($11,300) and US$22,000. Ivy League universities 
charge around US$30,000 each year. 

Mr-Chia Kew San, a 49-year-old pastor whose 
daughter is entering university next yeat, feels that Sin- 
gapore universities are 'god enoughu, but felt that an 
annual tuition fee of "over $9,000 and $10,000 for local 
universities would be too much". Said Mr Chia: 
'Unless it is the Ivy League universities, I would not 

consider sending my daughter to the 
ferentiation beheen rival courses is sinellpore universities US as I support local education." 
emerging, even before the fourth pub NTU's Assistant Professor Mark 
liefunded universitJr enters the £my are dl! a bargain Cenite, assistant chair of the Wee Kim 

on Wednesdav, the NUS. NTU bY inbnational Wee School of Communication and 
and SMU announ&d tuition fee in- standards, especialh Information, pointed out that Sing* 
creases between 4 and 20 per cent Bjyen tho hiah quality pore universities are *still a bargain 
for the new batch of undergraduates by inte.rnationa1 standards, es- 
entering in August, citing the need of education. given the high quality of education". 
to pay for top international faculty. While the NTU dedined to reveal 

- Assistant Professor Mark th, &e8 of its togearning faCdw, With the latest round of hikes, an Cenhe Nm 
undergraduate degree h r n  the NUS it cited the likes of NTU Provost Pm 
Business School would each year cost lessor Bertil Andemon and Nanyang 
about 3 per cent more than NTU's rival offering. Business School dean Professor Jitendra Singh as ex- 

Likewise, students would have to fork out more for amples of prized catches in academia. 
the NUS law school as compared to other NUS faeul- When contacted, all three universities felt that the 
ties. The 2bpercent increase in the law school's tu- fee increases would have little bearing on the level of 
ition fees - now $7,340 a year - narrows the gap on competition - both within and without Singapore. 
what Iaw undergraduates have to pay at the one-year- Pdeswr  Kulwant Singh, interim dean of NUS BusL 
old SMU law school, although the latter also increased ness School, believes that- and students "look p% 
its annual tuition fees by $1,050 to $10,050. mrily at the qualiQ of education" rather than 'price". 

But even with the greater price differences, par- He add& The  very large number of foreign applicants 
ents and students whom TODAY spoke to said they we recek -we only admit a d  pmpriion - indicates 
placed greater premium on the quality of education. that they recognise the d e n -  of out education." 

Ms Kerryn Kong, 19, who plans to enrol in the NUS Pointhg to the d e r  class s k s  and *interactme, 
law school, said the fee hike "won't a&ct my choice s e m h a r - -  pedagogy which SMU is weMmown W, 
as I believe that NUS rn provide a quality education*. SMU law dean Pro-r Michael Furmston said: Lln a& 

And despite the weakening of the US d o h ,  which dition to hiring a strong cadre of top law faculty ftom 
makes the prospect of an -can tertiary education around the d, the mkmity is also able to atend, to 
relatively cheaper, it would take a heftier increase to the laiw pmgmmtne, the top minds and expr ik  of its 
sway parents and students away h m  d v d t i e s  hem large pool of busin- and h c e  professors." - ADDI- 

After the increases, annual tuition fw for majority TIONAL REPORTING BY JlNNY KOH AND N6 JIN6 VN6 


