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23-year-old Lim Ke Xin has spent a very fulfilling four years with the Singapore Management University. So enriching was her university education
that she has no time to slow down.

In between her hectic studies, she took time out to take part in activities within and outside school especially in the area of community service to
give back to society.

“I| discovered a major shift in my attitudes and mindset through my involvement in community work. Each visit to an old folks’ home, orphanage or
disabled hospital, | came back with different feelings. It causes me to treasure what | already have,” Ms Lim said.

On top of her personal time spent with volunteer organizations, Ms Lim is also an active champion of volunteerism within SMU. She also plays a
key role in Rotaract Club.

Her journey was not smooth sailing and she encountered some difficulties along the way. For example, she and her team of 50 classmates had to
spend one entire year organizing a family day for 180 children from six orphanages.

“We started off with insufficient money. We met several hurdles along the way from canvassing for funds to planning. There was also the
onslaught of Sars causing the project to be delayed. We persevered on to make the event a success in order not to let the kids down,” Ms Lim
explained.

During that period, Ms Lim was doing her internship. She was also involved in other community work and Chinese orchestra performances. For
several months at a stretch, she spent long hours outside of home and slept an average of four hours a night.

“| sacrificed my personal leisure time because of my passion for volunteerism. Otherwise, | would not be able to catch up with my school work. My
parents and friends often grumbled that they rarely get to see me. In spite of all this, | will still continue in giving back to the community even after
| started work. This will be my long term contribution,” she added.

The accountancy student graduated at SMU's second Commencement ceremony yesterday with summa cum laude and was awarded the
Valedictorian recognition.

Education Minister Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam graced the occasion as the guest-of-honour. In his speech, he said that SMU has performed
very well for the past five years and this is the recognition given by employers, students and donors. The challenge for SMU is to stay young for
the next 10 to 20 years, maintain the distinctive difference in its students and foster their sense of belonging to the university.

A bunch of SMU students from its 520 graduates recently set up the SMU Alumni Association and an SMU Alumni Scholarship Fund which hopes
to raise $20,000. At the moment, more than 130 graduates have donated 11,000 to this fund.



